I NCREDIBLE     CARNEGIE
Bridge Company as BC, meaning "Bad Credit". Some-
one told Piper about it. He rushed to Tom Carnegie in
a fury and proposed that they hire a lawyer to bring
suit against the credit agency.
"Why, Pipe," explained Tom, "that's the highest
compliment they could pay you. It means you never
borrow anything/*
Piper smiled happily.
The big fellow'sJ><?te noir was Captain James Bucha-
nan Eads, the eccentric engineer who designed and
constructed a number of United States ironclads; ancj.
mortar-boats during the Civil War and was subsequently
employed by Congress in deepening and making perma-
nent the channel of the Mississippi by means of jetties,
according to a plan proposed by himself. Eads was one
o^the Keystone's first customers. He planned to arch
the Mississippi by a bridge at St. Louis, and made ex-
traordinary demands for queer and weird bridge shapes.
At first Piper greeted the curious genius as "Major"
and "Colonel" Eads. After a while he dropped to
"Mister" Eads and finally he was calling him "that
damned Jim Eads." Eads was finally brought into line
by Linville and the St. Louis bridge built on scientific
principles. There was trouble over the payments and
Andrew Carnegie took Piper with him to St. Louis to
hold the bridge until the money was delivered. While the
siege was on, Piper became homesick and wanted to re-
turn to Pittsburgh. Carnegie held him in St. Louis by a
ruse. Piper had a weakness for horse flesh and would
jdrop everything for a chance to hold the reins behind
[a pair of spanking trotters.
"Pipe," said Andy, inventing a mythical relative, "I